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This closure is yearlong and will
remain in effect until further notice.

The reason for the closure is to
provide protection for the black-tailed
prairie dog, a BLM-sensitive species.
Shooting prairie dogs is a popular
recreational activity and probably
contributes to the species’ sensitive
status. People with firearms have been
observed in the vicinity of the Beartooth
Road prairie dog town.

This action is taken under the
authority of 43 CFR part 8364 and is in
support of BLM Manual Policy
(6840.02B) to ensure that actions
authorized on BLM-administered lands
do not contribute to the need to list any
other Special Status Species under the
provisions of the Endangered Species
Act. On March 25, 1999, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
published a 90-day notice finding that
substantial information indicates that
listing the black-tailed prairie dog may
be warranted (64 FR 144424). The
USFWS is currently reviewing the status
of the black-tailed prairie dog to
determine if it should be listed as a
threatened species.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Wildlife Biologist Bill Dean at the BLM
Butte Field Office, 106 North Parkmont,
Butte, Montana 59701, or telephone
406–494–5059.

Dated: July 20, 1999.
Merle Good,
Butte Field Manager.
[FR Doc. 99–19402 Filed 7–28–99; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: In accordance with Section
102 of the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), section 202
of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA), and
43 CFR part 1610, the Proposed
Management Plan and Final
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS)
has been prepared for Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument
(GSENM), Utah. This notice announces
the availability of the Proposed
Management Plan, which may be

protested for a 30 day period to the
Director of the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM). The Proposed
Management Plan provides decisions for
management of approximately 1,870,765
acres of public lands in Kane and
Garfield Counties in south-central Utah.
The Proposed Management Plan: (a)
Draws upon elements of each of the five
alternatives analyzed in the Draft
Management Plan/Draft EIS to formulate
the Proposed Management Plan, (b)
reflects consideration given to public
comments on, and corrections to, the
Draft Management Plan/Draft EIS, as
well as rewording for clarification, and
(c) incorporates a refined environmental
impact analysis section. The FEIS is also
being made available for 30 days prior
to making any decision in accordance
with 40 CFR 1506.10(a)(2).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Chris Killingsworth, Planning
Coordinator, Bureau of Land
Management, Grand Staircase-Escalante
National Monument, 335 South Main
Street, Suite 010, Cedar City, Utah
84720, telephone 435–865–5100.
ADDRESSES: Protests must be addressed
to the Director (WO–210), Bureau of
Land Management, Attn: Ms. Brenda
Williams, Protests Coordinator, 1849 C
Street, NW., Department of the Interior,
Washington, DC 20240, within 30 days
after the date of publication of the
notice for the Proposed Management
Plan.
DATES: The Proposed Management Plan
may be protested. The protest period
will commence with the date of
publication of a Notice of Filing by the
Environmental Protection Agency,
which is expected to be on July 30,
1999. Protests must be submitted in
writing and must be postmarked on or
before August 30, 1999.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Proposed Management Plan presents
objectives and decisions for managing
public lands for the following resource
categories or uses: Geology;
Paleontology; Archaeology; History;
Soils and Biological Soil Crusts;
Vegetation and Vegetation Management;
Riparian; Special Status Plant Species;
Fish and Wildlife; Special Status
Animal Species; Water; Air Quality;
Recreational Facilities, Activities, and
Uses; Rights-of-Way; Commercial Uses
(Filming, Outfitter and Guides,
Vending); Forestry Products; Valid
Existing Rights; Livestock Grazing;
Water Related Developments; Wildfire
Management; Wildlife Services; Visual
Resource Management; and Wild and
Scenic Rivers. The BLM has concluded
that 223 miles of river segments would
be recommended as suitable for

Congressional designation under the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. This
Proposed Management Plan promotes
opportunities for community based
partnerships and collaborative processes
for successful and effective management
of public lands into the future.

The Draft Management Plan/Draft EIS
was released for public review and
comment in November of 1998 and was
followed by a four month comment
period. The draft management plan/
draft EIS analyzed five alternative
management strategies for public lands
in GSENM, Utah.

The Monument Planning Office
received over 6,500 comment letters on
the draft management plan/draft EIS
from local, State and Federal
governments, interest groups, and the
public at large. Since the release of the
draft management plan/draft EIS, public
meetings, workshops, mailings, and
briefings have been conducted to solicit
comments, new information, and ideas
for the Proposed Management Plan.

The Proposed Management Plan
responds to public comments received
on the draft management plan/draft EIS.
The Proposed Management Plan also
corrects errors in the draft management
plan/draft EIS identified through the
public comment process and internal
BLM review. The Proposed Management
Plan and associated analysis presents a
refined and modified version of the
Preferred Alternative and the
accompanying impact analysis
contained in the draft management
plan/draft EIS. The Proposed
Management Plan can be used in
conjunction with the draft management
plan/draft EIS to facilitate review of the
initial five alternatives. The description
of the affected environment and detailed
descriptions of the alternatives
contained in the draft management
plan/draft EIS, as well as some of the
appendices, are referenced but not
reproduced in the Proposed
Management Plan.

Copies of the Proposed Management
Plan are available from GSENM
Planning Office, 335 South Main Street,
Suite 010, Cedar City, Utah, 84720, 435–
865–5100. Public reading copies will be
available for review at all government-
document depository libraries, and at
the following BLM locations: Office of
Public Affairs, Main Interior Building,
18th and C Streets N.W., Washington,
DC 20240; Information Access Center
(4th Floor), Utah BLM State Office, 324
S. State Street, Salt Lake City, Utah,
84111; Cedar City District Office, 176
East DL Sargent Drive, Cedar City, Utah
84720; Kanab Field Office, 318 North
First East, Kanab, Utah 84741; and
GSENM Field Office, Escalante, Utah
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84726. Background information and
reference materials used in developing
the Proposed Management Plan are
available for review, upon request, in
Cedar City at the GSENM Planning
Office.

Written protests on the Proposed
Management Plan will be accepted for
30 days following the date the
Environmental Protection Agency
published the Notice of Filing of this
document in the Federal Register. It is
anticipated that the filing date will be
on July 30, 1999, thus ending the public
review/protest period on August 30,
1999, and the Governor’s 60-day
consistency review on September 28,
1999. Any part of this Proposed
Management Plan may be protested by
parties who participated in the planning
process. Protests must pertain to issues
that were identified in the draft
management plan/draft EIS or through
the public comment process.

Protests must be addressed to the
BLM Director at the address listed under
ADDRESSES. The protest must be specific
and contain the following information
(43 CFR 1610.5–2):

—The name, mailing address, telephone
number and interest of the person
filing the protest;

—A statement of the issue(s) being
protested;

—A statement of the part(s) of the
proposed amendment being protested,
and a citing of pages, paragraphs,
maps, etc., of the Proposed
Management Plan, where practical.;

—A copy of all documents addressing
the issue(s) that were submitted by
the protestor during the planning
process or an indication of the date
the issue or issues were discussed for
the record; and

—A concise statement explaining why
the proposed decision is believed to
be in error.

At the end of the 30-day protest
period, the 30-day NEPA administrative
period, and the 60-day Governor’s
review period a Record of Decision will
be issued approving the Plan. Approval
will be withheld on any portion of the
plan under protest until final action has
been completed on such protest.

Dated: July 23, 1999.

Willie R. Taylor,
Director, Office of Environmental Policy and
Compliance.
[FR Doc. 99–19332 Filed 7–28–99; 8:45 am]
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Proposed Reinstatement of Terminated
Oil and Gas Lease

July 19, 1999.
Pursuant to the provisions of 30

U.S.C. 188 (d) and (e), and 43 CFR
3108.2–3(a) and (b)(1), a petition for
reinstatement of oil and gas lease
WYW1115103 for lands in Crook
County, Wyoming, was timely filed and
was accompanied by all the required
rentals accruing from the date of
termination.

The lessee has agreed to the amended
lease terms for rentals and royalties at
rates of $5.00 per acre, or fraction
thereof, per year and 162⁄3 percent,
respectively.

The lessee has paid the required $500
administrative fee and $125 to
reimburse the Department for the cost of
this Federal Register notice. The lessee
has met all the requirments for
reinstatement of the lease as set out in
Section 31 (d) and (e) of the Mineral
Lands Leasing Act of 1920 (30 U.S.C.
188), and the Bureau of Land
Management is proposing to reinstate
lease WYW115103 effective March 1,
1999, subject to the original terms and
conditions of the lease and the
increased rental and royalty rates cited
above.
Pamela. J. Lewis,
Chief, Leasable Minerals Section.
[FR Doc. 99–19335 Filed 7–28–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310–22–M

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management

[AK–932–1410–01; AA–81880]

Order Providing for Opening of Land
Subject to Section 24 of the Federal
Power Act; Alaska

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This order opens, subject to
the provisions of Section 24 of the
Federal Power Act, approximately 61
acres of public land reserved for the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) Connelly Lake Hydroelectric
Project No. 11715–000 (formerly known
as the Upper Chilkoot Hydroelectric
Project No. 11319–001). This action will
permit conveyance of the land to the
State of Alaska, if such land is otherwise
available.

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 29, 1999.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Robbie J. Havens, Bureau of Land
Management, Alaska State Office, 222
W. 7th Avenue, No. 13, Anchorage,
Alaska 99513–7599, 907–271–5049.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: By virtue
of the authority vested in the Secretary
of the Interior by the Act of June 10,
1920, Section 24, as amended, 16 U.S.C.
818 (1994), and pursuant to the
determination by the FERC in DVAK–
153–000, it is ordered as follows:

Subject to valid existing rights,
existing withdrawals, or other
segregations of record, and the
requirements of applicable law, at 8:00
a.m., on July 29, 1999, the following
described public land is hereby opened
to allow for conveyance of the land to
the State of Alaska, subject to the
provisions of Section 24 of the Federal
Power Act:

The FERC Power Project No. 11715
(Connelly Lake Hydroelectric Project
(AA–81880)) located within secs. 22, 26,
27, 34, 35, and 36, T. 28 S., R. 57 E., and
secs. 4, 5, 9, 10, 14, 15, 22, 23, 25, and
26, T. 29 S., R. 58 E., Copper River
Meridian. The area affected by this
order contains approximately 61 acres.

The State of Alaska application for
selection made under Section 6(b) of the
Alaska Statehood Act of July 7, 1958, 48
U.S.C. note prec. 21 (1994), and under
Section 906(e) of the Alaska National
Interest Lands Conservation Act, 43
U.S.C. 1635(e) (1994), becomes effective
without further action by the State upon
publication of this order in the Federal
Register, if such land is otherwise
available.

The land described herein will
continue to be subject to the provisions
of the FERC Power Project No. 11715,
pursuant to the authority set forth in
Section 24 of the Federal Power Act, as
amended, 16 U.S.C. 818 (1994).

Dated: July 15, 1999.
Susan J. Lavin,
Acting Supervisor, Lands and Minerals
Group, Division of Lands, Minerals, and
Resources.
[FR Doc. 99–19410 Filed 7–28–99; 8:45 am]
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Order No. 5184, as Amended; Alaska
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